Rogers, Laura

From: (U

Sent:  Monday, July 09, 2007 2:55 PM

To: GetSMART

Cc: - christine_leonard@judiciary-dem.senate.gov
Subject: OAG Docket No 121

Sec 117A of the SONRA does not require the agency notifying the sex offender of the sex offenders
responsibility's to make sure that the offender understands all of the new rules and responsibilities they
have under the SORNA. This should be done by going into depth on each responsibility and making
sure the offender understands the rule. The offender should not be required to sign anything until such
time as each issue has been talked about with the registering official and the offender understands.

_ Furthermore on the form that the offender signs an area should be provided that the offender may write
down any comments the offender has about the rules as to their understanding of them and other issues

~ the offender may have. It should-also be required that a copy of this form be given to the offender at no
cost to the registering offender.
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Rogers, Laura T ‘%’ |
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From:

Sent:  Wednesday, July 11, 2007 10:46 AM

To: GetSMART

Cc: christine_leonard@judiciary-dem.senate.gov
Subject: OAG Docket No 121

The SNORA should include some of the following rules;

1. States and local government are prohibited from charging extra fees to people who are required to
register as sex offenders. '

The reasoning is that if extra fees are charged some of those required to register will be not only a
hardship, but it will be looked upon as a punitive action on the part of the state charging the fee. I am
aware that some states are now charging fees, some just one time and others every time the sex offender
comes in to the mandated visits. This practice is causing some sex offenders to go underground and stop
registering. This is in direct conflict with what the SNORA is trying to do and that is to protect the
__public by posting the information on sex offenders on a sight that is available to the public. Further
more a fee added is a form of punishment that the offender must continue to be subject to. If the
SNORA is followed by a state, the state is not getting less in funding from the federal government, so
the additional moneys needed to run the SNORA should come from the federal money coming for the
program. And if the SNORA is truly for the public safety then any funds that are need beyond what is
provided for from the federal government, should come from the taxes imposed by the states on its

citizens.

The other area that states are taking money from sex offenders is to require that they get new drivers
licenses every year. One such state is Oklahoma under SB35 requires a renewal of drivers license by sex
offenders every year. I understand the need to keep up with the most currant photo of a sex offender,
however the point that is being missed is that this group of people have already served the time in jail or
on probation that was required of them. To impose on them any additional cost out of their pocket is
paramount of adding fines and imposing more punishment on them. So the SNORA should at all cost
stop this type of action from taking place. The reasoning should be that as stated many times the
SNORA and sex offender registry's are not punitive and are a tool to be used to help protect the public.
However by adding these fees and other punitive measures by the states or local government, the
SNORA will be viewed by many as Punitive and will cause sex offenders to go underground, defeating

the purpose of the SNORA.
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Rogers, Laura
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From: (NN

Sent:  Friday, July 13, 2007 11:59 AM

To: GetSMART

Cc: christine_leonard@judiciary-dem.senate.gov
Subject: OAG Docket No 121

The SNORA as written will without question cause much confusion and misunderstanding by both the
police and the sex offenders. The SNORA should add a section to it that will require each state to set up
a toll free phone number staffed by a personnel that are well versed in the SNORA and that states laws
on sex offenders. By establishing a central location and agency to assist registrants with compliance,
this in its self will increase compliance. This definitive resource should be available to answer questions
about the SNORA (Adam Walsh Act) and specific registration requirements. This location could also
act as an emergency contact should say a sex offender be in the hospital and unable to come in person
when required to register or confirm registration in the time frame set up under the SNORA. This would
be very limited in use for emergencies and would require some type of verification of the call and the
offenders emergency. The other area this central location could help with is assisting law enforcement
agencies and municipalities with the SNORA rules because they will also misinterpret and misapply the

“Jaw, if they have no one to turn to answer the questions they will also have about the SNORA.
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Rogers, Laura

From: G

Sent: Monday, June 18, 2007 1:23 PM
To: GetSMART
Subject: OAG Docket No 121

Section 118 Subsection (f) section on injure or harass or comit crime against person on SONRA. This
section now reads in part "could result in civil or criminal penalties. The wording should be changed to
will_result in civil and or criminal penalties.

Reasoning. Since the goverment is mandating the SONRA it should also mandate protection for the
people that it is requireing place a lot of personel information on a web sight that is open form anyone in
the public to review. Futhermore the Federal goverment should mandate that local units of goverment
or state goverment is mandated to proscute anyone who is found to vilate the law when using the SOR in
the state of jursdiction. ' ’
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Rogers, Laura

From: oS

Sent:  Thursday, June 21, 2007 4:19 PM
To: GetSMART
Subject: OAG docket No 121

o haeme

If the SONRA is truly a non punitive act, then the act should include the requirement that each state be
required to set up a central location were vigilante acts and other crimes against sex offenders would be
recorded and that information should then be forwarded to the US. Dept. Of Justice Bureau of Justice.
This information should include sex offenders who commit suicide, or are murdered by a vigilante or by
any other person. This information would be helpful to see the non punitive nature of the Adam Walsh
act. o
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Rogers, Laura

From:

Sent:  Thursday, July 05, 2007 5:05 PM

To: GetSMART

Cc: christine_leonard@judiciary-dem.senate.gov
Subject: OAG Docket No 121

Section 118 (f) of the SONRA states that all sex offender registries should have a section in them that
says; To injure, harass or commit a crime against a person listed on the sex offender registry could
result in civil or criminal penalties.

_This section should be changed to read on every sex offender registry; To injure, harass or commit a
crime against a person listed on a sex offender registry will result in civil and criminal penalties.

The reason for the change in wording is that since it is mandatory that the sex offender have their name

and other information on the public web sight, which will without question result in some harassment or

crimes committed against them,; it is incumbent on the government to protect the sex offenders from

these types of activities. This will of course require the law enforcement agency in the jurisdiction the

crime or harassment took place to write a report and investigate it. Furthermore the KKK has added sex

~ offenders to their list of targeted groups and is openly meeting and talking about what they have added
sex offenders to the people they are going to "do something about.” :

“You may go to this web sight to see that the KKK has posted on the web a meeting date and time about
this subject. http://www.youtube.com/uset/fredbear1483
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Rogers, Laura .

From: Tim Poxson (NN

Sent:  Thursday, July 19, 2007 1:10 PM

To: GetSMART

Cc: . christine_leonard@judiciary-dem.senate.gov
Subject: OAG Docket No 121

This is what the non punitive sex offender is doing to just one sex offender in OHIO. I hope you will
take the time to read it.

I pleaded guilty to sexual battery in 1996, and was sentenced to 10 Recent Activity
days in jail. During my jail time I was attacked and beaten by a '
gang, and ended up in the hospital with a broke jaw, five broken 1
ribs,
. and both arms broken.

- I lost my $75k a year job, my house, my car, and was forced by the

law
to be separated from my wife and kids. My wife and kids had to go

on
public assistance.

Was forced to move out of my house, and out of the city because

some
vigilantes set it on fire, and lived in a car for several months

Have not been able to secure steady employment since my

conviction,
and have been denied numerous employment opportunities inspite

of
having a Masters degree.

Was fired from one job after only a month when a government

official
showed up at my place of employment and spoke to my employer,

even .
though I had told them employer of my criminal record.

Was forced to lie about my criminal record to get employment,

which
later resulted in being fired by several employers.

This led to me falsifying a Social Security document to obtain a

new
number so that I could get a job, which ultimately led to being

arrested for possession of a false ID.
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Was legally allowed to regain my family, but my children have
been

outcasts in the neighborhoods that we have lived in, because their
parents don't want them hanging around my house. This has had a
negative impact on their lives, and has caused my son to be

antisocial.

On several occasions being pulled over by the police for traffic
infractions, I was handcuffed and placed in the back of a cruiser
only

because I was with my children. I spent nearly two hours
handcuffed A

in the back of a State Troopers car while they tried to contact my
wife to verify that I was allowed to be with my children.

A couple of weeks ago my daughter came home with a flyer that

was
being passed throughtout our neighborhood that was printed off of
someones home couputer, which was a copy of my picture on the

—county

sex registration site. Since then my tires on my car have been
flattened, a large rock was thrown through the front window of my
house, and I have received a dozen hate letters in my mailbox. One
letter said that if I don't leave the neighborhood something terrible
is going to happen to me and my family. (I don't ever want to

repeat
what some of the letters said, because they were so vulgar)

I have become a prisoner in my own home, for fear of conflict with
the outside world. These laws are just crazy. I think that I would
have had more freedom under Adolf Hitlers government.

The list goes on and on. The legal system says that the sex registry
is a civil remedy to protect the citizens, but as I am living it, it

is a form of punishment for me and my family, and I have become
a

virtual recluse, trying to avoid any contact with other human
beings,

but no matter how hard I try I cannot avoid the stigma attached to
being a registered sex offender.

My registry requirements were supposed to end on July 21, 2007, -
which

up until now had given me hope that maybe my life and that of my
family would revert to some form of normalcy, but my hopes were
dashed

when I received a letter from the Attorney General saying that they
passed SB-10 in accordance with the Adam Walsh Act that was

enacted by
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Congress in 2006. The letter from Marc Dann says that in spite of
the

previous court judgement that said that I would no longer have to
register as a sex offender after 10 years, that my duties will NOT.
end, but that the people on the registry will receive a letter that
indicates a TIER level from 1-3 and that the registration will go on
for at least 5 more years, and in some cases, for life. Again my

life is filled with uncertainty, and has aggravated my bi-polar
disorder that had been in remission for several years.

That the state would send such an informal letter to me in this
manner

was just another form of harassment, in that it created an air of
uncertainty in those individuals who made a mistake, and have

been
trying to go back to some type of normal life.
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- Rogers, Laura _ el

From:  Phoenix (G

Sent:  Wednesday, July 18, 2007 1:25 PM
To: GetSMART
Subject: OAG DOCKET NO 121

Are you really promoting vigilantism?

By enacting a law such as this you are not only putting the addresses of offenders out there but that of
their families and their loved ones... '

I thought this was to protect the children, how is that protecting the children?

Please don't say "If it saves just one child...." for if the child that is killed is one that was forced to live
amongst true predators because their parents are forced to register and live there due to all the other
laws, HOW is this protecting that child? :

Or are you saying that as long as they aren't children of EX-offenders then they are WORTH being

~—saved? For that is what YOUR potential law IS doing.

Also, what about the 88% of offenders that are friends or relatives of the child, where those cases don't
EVER get reported? How does this law protect THEM? :
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Rosengarten, Clark \:\.:Lw b

From: Rogers, Laura on behalf of GetSMART
Sent:  Thursday, July 26, 2007 3:34 PM

To: Rosengarten, Clark

Subject: FW: OAG Docket No 121

From: Tim Poxsonm
Sent: Monday, July 23, 5:09 PM
To: GetSMART

Cc: christine_leonard@judiciary-dem.senate.gov
Subject: OAG Docket No 121

Sec 118 (f) This is the section in the SORNA that says each state will have a statement that says to
_injure, harassment or commit a crime against a peron on the sex offender register could result in civil or
—criminal penalties. Since sex offender registers are required by law, then every effort on the part of the
criminal justice system should be used to make sure we protect those we are requiring to do something.
. I think the mandatory wording should be; to injure, harassment or commit a crime against a peron on the

sex offender registry will result in civil and criminal penalties.
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Rogers, Laura -

From: Tim Poxson—

Sent:  Thursday, July 26, 2007 1:20 PM

To: GetSMART

Cc: christine_leonard@judiciary-dem.senate.gov
Subject: OAG Docket No 121

Since about the time of the spread of sex offender registries in the United States in 1994; sex offenders
have been Murdered or committed Suicide at a total of about 418 dead. (Taken from News and '
Noteworthy data) The effects of the SORNA will push these numbers even higher.

The effects of the SORNA will of course be far reaching and for that reason I am asking that the
SORNA include a provision that each state will be required to keep numbers on how many new
convictions for sex offenses are committed by registered sex offenders, and make that number available
on the opening pages of the sex offender registry. Further that each state be required to keep track of all
assaults or threats against registered sex offenders, and any property damage done to a sex offenders

___ property or rental property. All of these numbers should be reported yearly in the states report to the
FBI on crime (the basic report is already done yearly as required by federal mandate to be able to
get federal crime funding, but it would require the additional information be added to it in a category

covering registered sex offenders.)

Now I know that probably the office of the A.G. is not to concerned with the death of a sex offender in
“any way. The problem is that in many cases the death has been at the hands of a police officer, because
the sex offender forced the officer to use deadly force. This is what is known as suicide by cop. This
action on the part of the officer will have an effect on the officer for the rest of the time they stay in law
enforcement. Further the SORNA would be the ideal time to gather such information as suggested
above, so the public and the government will have some idea as to the real number of re- offenses this
group of criminals is convicted of. Given that the US Dept. of Justice Bureau of Justice Statistics on
Recidivism puts this currently at 3.5.% are re-convicted of a sex crime within three years of release from
prison. This may also give some future idea as were the most resources should go to cut down the
number of sexual assaults committed by registered sex offenders. But given the low number the Dept. of
Justice is reporting now and the fact the Dept. of Justice also says that over 90% of sexual assaults are
committed by a person well known and trusted by the victim, with over 50% of those being done by a
family member,any justification will need a lot of data. Given the above numbers the SORNA is going
to need to be able to justify the use of all the resources it is will now be calling in to use. So the way to
do that will be to gather as much data as can be done. And of course with the resources that the SORNA
will be using up at the state and local level, justification will need to made to stay the course the
SORNA is on now or redirect those resources to those sex offenders that are the most danger to the
public. And this could possibly be done by adopting a tiered approach to identify "high risk" offenders
founded on empirically based risk factors. The SORNA is so broad that law enforcement will be
more hampered than it is now in its efforts to protect the citizens from the high risk offenders. Law
Enforcement will be forced to use more precious resources tracking low risk offenders rather than

monitoring high risk predators.
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Rogers, Laura

From: Rosengarten, Clark

Sent: Monday, June 25, 2007 9:49 AM
To: Rogers, Laura; Hagen, Leslie
Subject: Foreign Convictions and retroactivity

Follow Up Flag: Foliow up
Flag Status: Red

| was perusing the SORNA guidelines regarding foreign convictions who enter the United States on P. 52 of the
SORNA guidelines, and | found that the guidelines seemed unclear about how the retroactivity clause of SORNA
would apply to them. The retroactivity clause states that if an individual was convicted of a sex offense and was
released from the supervision of the criminal justice system prior to his/her jurisdiction's implementation of
SORNA, that individual would not be required to register unless that individual entered the criminal justice system
due to committing another crime. However, the guidelines state that an individual convicted of a sex offense in a
foreign country must register in the jurisdiction into which hel/she enters when coming to the United States.
However, that individual's foreign location of conviction may not have required registration when that individual
was released from prison in that country. So, | was curious as to how the retroactivity clause would fit in with the
registration of those with foreign convictions and whether, if convicted abroad they must always register in the US
_or how those two regulations could be reconciled. Perhaps, this is an issue that will need to be dealt with in -

creating the final guidelines. Thanks

Best,

Clark
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