Rogers, Laura

From: (R

Sent:  Saturday, June 02, 2007 10:53 PM
To:  GetSMART
Subject: Sexual predators new laws

Why | put this together and
some other issues:

1. When parents check the
computer, they should
have a clear
understanding of what
crimes the sex offender
has committed.

2. Having clear laws and
language describing the
crime the same
nationally will help when
a sex offender moves.

3. Having clear laws and
language throughout the
nation will also help
young men and women
realize what behavior is a
crime. Our society is
saturated by sexual
images in the media,
internet and in our
society as a whole — strip
clubs, adult stores with

~ pornography etc., adult
movies and
programming on
television, prostitutes,
magazines, etc.

4. The issue with the
tattooing is that it would
be much easier for
families and children to
be safe if we are still
letting these people out
of jail and prison. It is
time we make children
and families more
important than a sexual
predator. '
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SEX OFFENDER'S CRIME
Sexual Assault:

First Degree

Second Degree (Unable to Consent)
Incest

Attempted Sexual Assault: No
Penetration

First Degree

Second Degree

Incest

Intent to Commit Sexual Assault:

Sexual Assault by Voyeurism (wanting someone to see, fear, hurt)

Sexual Assault by Indecent Exposure (wanting someone to see, fear, hurt)
(vs. Exhibitionism)

Trespass/Burglary

Sexual Exploitation of Children:
Possession of Child Pornography
Trafficking in children;
~ Procurement of a child for sexual exploitation;
Soliciting for child prostitution;
Pandering of a child;
Procurement of a child for prostitution;
Keeping a place of child prostitution;
Pimping of a child;
Inducement of child prostitution;
Patronizing a prostituted child;
Engaging in Sexual Conduct in a Penal Institution;
Wholesale Promotion of Obscenity to Minors; and
Promotion of Obscenity to Minors
Criminal attempt, conspiracy or solicitation to commit any of the above offenses.

Statutory Sexual Assault
child/child - boyfriend/girlfriend - with consent

PUNISHMENT

Mandatory Family Counseling (Fine)
Probation, Offender Counseling (Fine)
3-12 months jail, Tattoo, Offender
Counseling (Fine)

1-5 years prison, Tattoo, Offender
Counseling (Fine)

6-10 years prison, Tattoo, Offender
Counseling (Fine)

11-20 years prison, Tattoo, Offender

Counseling (Fine)
21 years to life in prison with the choice

of death

AGE OF OFFENDER 0--4 5--8 9--1112--14 15--17 18 older
l B .
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IAGE OF VICTIM

j0--4

SEXUAL ASSAULT
1ST OFFENCE

ATTEMPTED
SEXUAL ASSAULT
1ST OFFENCE

INTENT TO COMMIT
SEXUAL ASSAULT
1ST OFFENCE

SEXUAL
'EXPLOITATION OF

CHILDREN

1ST OFFENCE

STATUTORY (I NEED TO CHECK
THE LAWS WITH AGE
DIFFERENCES)

SEXUAL ASSAULT

1ST OFFENCE

SEXUAL ASSAULT
2ND OFFENCE

ATTEMPTED
SEXUAL ASSAULT
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5--8
9--11
12--14
15--17
18 older

0--4 5--8 9--1112--14 15--17 18 older
0--4
5--8
9--11
12--14
15--17
18 older

0--4 5--8 9--1112--14 15--17 18 older
0--4 '
5--8
9--11
12--14
15--17
18 older

0--4 5--8 9--1112--14 15--1718 older
0--4
5--8
9--11
12--14
15--17
18 older

0--4 5--8 9--1112--14 15--1718 older
0--4
5--8

9--11

12--14
15--17
18 older

0--4 5--8 9--1112--14 15--1718 older
0--4
5--8
9--11
12--14
15-17
18 older

0--4 5--8 9--1112--14 15--1718 older
0--4
5--8
9--11
12--14



2ND OFFENCE 15--17
18 older

0--4 5--8 9--1112--14 15--17 18 older

0--4
5--8
INTENT TO COMMIT 9--11
SEXUAL ASSAULT 12--14
2ND OFFENCE 15--17
18 older
0--4 5--8 9--1112--14 15--17 18 older
0--4 : v
5--8
SEXUAL 9--11
EXPLOITATION OF 12--14
CHILDREN 15--17
2ND OFFENCE 18 older
0--4 5--8 9--1112--14 15--1718 older
0--4
5--8
STATUTORY 9--11
SEXUAL ASSAULT 12--14
2ND OFFENCE 16--17
18 older

* making it simple for everybody it the best way to keep us all save. And it starts with the children. I'm a
victim myself and it destroyed my life for many years. Until we prove to our children that they are
important enough to protect, we will continue down this road. The more children that are victims of this

abuse, the more predators we are creating.

Contact:
Author Becky Due

The Gentlemen's Club, A Story for All Women
ISBN: 0-9746212-0-X

Blue the Bird, On Flying

ISBN: 0-9746212-1-8

Touchable Love, An Untraditional Love Story
ISBN: 978-0-9746212-2-7
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Rogers, Laura OA’AW"&.

From:  GEEEE—

Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2007 7:46 PM
To: GetSMART
Subject: AWA response

Mr. Gonzales,

I am writing this letter in regards to the recently passed Adam Walsh Act and in regards to sex offender
registration in the state of Washington. As the mother of four children and a teacher in the state of
Washington, I share your concern for the welfare of not only my children and students but of those
everywhere. In addition, I am a survivor of childhood sexual abuse.

Because of your concern for children and indeed the community in which children reside, I commend
you for your efforts to protect children and pass legislation designed to make America safer for the
future generation. I know that you are only interested in doing what is best for children and families.
However, I am frustrated at the lack of effective legislation and at the amount of laws and regulations
passed at both the state and national level which are not only ineffective and expensive, but harmful to
families. While I recognize that sex offenses are abhorrent, I am disgusted at how many laws continue to
be passed that ignore real statistics and instead feed into the media and politically induced hysteria
surrounding these crimes. Relying solely upon statistics published by America's own department of
justice, it is apparent that lawmakers are either unaware of the true statistics or are tummg a blind eye to
the truth. I pray that you are not one of these lawmakers

The Adam Walsh Act (AWA) is hailed as legislation that will "finally" tighten up the registration laws
and reduce or eliminate repeat offenses. Nothing could be further from the truth. This law has tightened
registration laws to the point that it will make it nearly impossible for registered sex offenders to fully
comply. This will result in further unnecessary incarceration as well as send even more underground.
Frankly, these results will make it more difficult and expensive for law enforcement to keep tabs on
previous offenders and many agencies have already voiced this concern. However, I have additional
concerns that deal specifically with the lives and welfare of thousands of children across the United

States and in the state of Washington.

Families are the basic unit that this country is built upon. Sex offenders are not all crazed individuals
and they each have families of their own—families who do in all likelihood have voting rights.
However, many sex offender families are afraid of speaking out for fear of repercussion. I no longer fall
into this category—and I am the wife of a sex offender. I speak from experience and with concern for
the welfare of sex offender families everywhere. It is a media induced fallacy that all sex offenders re-
offend; in fact, the below listed department of justice study and many others indicate that only about 5%
~ do re-offend. Those who do, I have little if any sympathy for and agree that they should receive stiffer
penalties along with those who use heinous violence and/or rape pre-pubescent children. However, there
are quite a few on the registry who are guilty of having a consensual relationship with someone
underage (often someone who lied about their age) or who are guilty only of turning 18 and continuing
in a relationship started before that magical birthdate. I have also witnessed firsthand and know of other
situations that involve an accusation rendered just to secure custody or to take revenge against someone.
None of these situations are violent nor do any of these individuals pose a threat or serious risk to
society in general and yet they are treated nearly the same as or worse than a serial criminal and even a

violent child rapist.
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I have felt that Washington laws, registration requirements, and notifications were actually quite fair and
took into account the differences among crimes. As the wife of a soon-to-be released sex offender who
had an affair with a teen (incidentally, whose guardian knew about the affair, met him, and even drove
her to our home), I have felt that the laws were in the best interest of all involved and even supported my
husband in his decision to plead guilty in order to spare her family the ordeal of a trial and the
embarrassment to her negligent parents. However, this federal piece of legislation flies in the face of you
and other WA lawmakers' due diligence and sets up ridiculous laws that seriously jeopardize my -
family's—including our children—right to privacy, property, and even safety and so I am speaking out
to encourage you to stand up for the rights of our state to govern itself.

The AWA's way of tightening restrictions includes dividing all offenders into three tiers with no regard
to circumstances, recidivism risk, completion of treatment, or anything else. Instead it lumps nearly all
offenders together and will increase the risk level of nearly all offenders. My husband is one of those
who will be moved from a low risk level 1 to a tier 2 thus changing his registration period from 10 years
to 25 years and requiring 6 month registration instead of annual registration. This is costly to the
American taxpayers and does nothing to improve public safety. In fact, it compromises it as the
increased publicity and public access provides anyone the "right" to view private information about
thousands of families, many with children, across the United States and it removes any incentive to
complete treatment. As a teacher, I have already personally witnessed bullying that can occur when a
parent of one student is discovered by another student's family to be on the registry. Hysteria is bred

— -~ when the words "sex offender" are used. Irresponsible laws such as these incite paranoia and the
incorrect information that feeds into this is creating a sub-class of citizens with little or no rights even if
they are only guilty of being the family member or child of a sex offender.

The AWA compromises the safety of my children, and thousands more, by insisting that all sex
offenders be lumped together in one of three categories without taking into consideration circumstances.
My husband, under WA law, is a level 1 since he committed a class C felony in the 3rd degree,
indicative of the consensual relationship it was. His relationship was wrong, make no mistake, and I
cannot overstate just how hurtful and wrong it was. However, we have been able to work through this
horrible affair and begin the process of healing. Why, then, must my address and the address of my four
children be posted on the internet for all to see? This will be the case under AWA and it opens all of us
up for public scrutiny, for vandalism, for ridicule and more. In addition, this law requires that all
vehicles he will have access to be listed. How will that be safe for my teen-age soon-to-be driver when
she is driving a vehicle registered to a sex offender whose license plates are publicly registered? Or for
me when I drive such a car to work? In addition, publishing employer information will discourage
employers from providing employment which further jeopardizes our family economically. While this is
not deemed "punishment" these requirements certainly do punish the innocent members of our family. -
Likewise, listing our ISP provider, e-mail addresses, and related information furthers the breach of -
safety and privacy that my children and I, as law abiding citizens, should be allowed to enjoy.

 invite you as a responsible atttorney general to visit the Department of Justice website and examine the
true recidivism statistics and learn about why sex crimes should not be all lumped together. I also invite
you to re-read the constitution and its stance against ex-post facto laws. WA laws work and many other
states do as well. We do not need the federal government overturning states's rights. When faced with
the numbers, I'm confident that you will also find that the 10% reduction in funding will be less than the
amount of money it will actually take to implement this law in our state.

Below I have listed several websites that provide information about sex offender families—for my
family is really not all that unique and we are banding together to protect our families since lawmakers
are choosing to put us in harm's way. I pray that you choose not to be one of them. Continue to work
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hard for America and work to change ineffective and expensive legislation to make it equitable, fair, and
safe for ALL of America's children—including mine.

In this upcoming election year I, and thousands of citizens just like me, are watching these decisions so
that we will know how to vote. While the sex offenders we care for may not be allowed to vote, we still
have our rights and will exercise them. : -

Thank you for your time,

Wife, mother, and teacher

Access to Relevant and Accurate Information About Sex Offenders, Recidivism, and Families

- U.S. Department of Justice Study: http://www.ojp.usdoj.fzov/bis/abstract/rsorp94,htm

Other sites with relevant and accurate information:
SoHopeful International (dedicated to fighting child abuse worldwide): http://www.sohopeful.org/

Legal issues and myths debunked: http://www.geocities.com/eadvocate/issues/topic-

-~ recidivism.html#studies

Astins Law (dedicated to promoting effective legislation against sex offenders):
hitp://www.hopedtomorrow.us/AstinsLaw.html

National Association for Criminal Defense Lawyers:
hitp://www.nacdl.org/public.nsf/01¢1¢7698280d20385256d0b007
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Rogers, Laura

From: o |
Sent:  Sunday, June 24, 2007 8:22 PM

To: GetSMART
Subject: think about it

to whom it may concern, v
how many times do they have to pay for there crimes. what about there families? how is that they would stay in

the system longer this way? especially people charged in the military? they get punished twice or 3 times? you
are getting all this info on them that is crazy are you looking for them and there families to get hurt?
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Rogers, Laura

From: JNEN

Sent:  Tuesday, June 12, 2007 10:26 PM
To: GetSMART
Subject: Adam Walsh Proposed guidelines

SMART Office
810 7th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20531

Attention: Laura A. Rogers, Esq, Director

Dear Ms. Rogers,

I am writing with concerns about the newly proposed guidelines for the Adam Walsh Act,
proposed by Attorney General Garcia.

I am a secondarily convicted registered ex-sex offender. My husband was convicted in early
1994, now 13 years ago. He has had only traffic tickets since then. He has been a great
husband and father. He was originally convicted in Idaho, and then moved to Utah. Since Utah
did not have an equivalent for his crime, something “as close as we can get” was used. His crime
‘was against a 17 year old. His posted Internet crime was against someone under 14.

Our home and property in Utah were constantly vandalized. We had eggs, a dead pigeon, screws
placed under tires, and “Young girls make me horny” spray painted on my son’s car. We also had
broken windows in our cars and feces smeared on them. All because my husband stupidly
touched the breasts of his 17-year-old stepdaughter in 1993. These continued acts of vandalism

influenced our decision to move somewhere not so easily accessible.

At the time of my husband’s conviction, he received probation. There was no additional
sentencing. However, because of the Supreme Court decision, anyone in the world can look us
up. The Supreme Court deemed Internet posting was not additional punishment, and therefore
could be imposed retroactively, violating our constitutional rights. We also were denied any due
process to assess for danger of recidivism. The Supreme Court was wrong. The vandalism, fear
and ostracism are most definitely additional punishment for my husband and myself. :

I believe public access to private information is wrong. I have been unable to find anywhere in
my extensive research where anyone has verification that Internet registration works to keep
children safe. In fact, it has effectively created a second class citizenry--the families of the sex
offenders, who often cannot find jobs and homes. This creates instability, which is the opposite
of what a sex offender needs to reform and readjust to society. An unstable sex offender is much
more likely to re-offend than one who has a home, a job and a steady paycheck.

The sex offender registry Iumbs everyone together in a one size fits all scenario. This is like
someone drinking and driving and killing a family (traffic violation) lumped together with
someone who got a parking ticket (still traffic violation). The offenses are just not the same.

The number of registered sex offenders in 2001 was approximately 386,000. In 2006 it was
more than 600,000. Something is not working! - -

I believe the sex offender registry should be done away with entirely. I believe that sex offenders



should be required to undergo therapy and testing, perhaps even polygraph testing, to see if they
are truly the danger the media and politicians make them out to be. I believe at the very least a
tiered system should be established. 1 believe there should be a “way out” for a sex offender.
Perhaps being “clean” for 10 years, taking and passing a therapy treatment session, checking in
with a clinic or practitioner every year or two to make sure he or she is still on the right path.

The 90% should not be punished for the 10% who are a danger.

There are many other options proposed by experts that work. Please take the time and effort to
find a solution that will work!

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,






