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JUSTICE DEPARTMENT RESEARCH IDENTIFIES, TRACKS AND 
ALERTS INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES ABOUT EMERGING 

‘DESIGNER DRUGS’  

WASHINGTON – The Office of Justice Programs’ National Institute of Justice today 
published an article discussing two NIJ projects that are identifying illicit substances, including 
previously unknown synthetic opioids, as they enter the U.S.  

One project identifies novel psychoactive substances, or “designer drugs,” when they 
arrive in the U.S., then quickly alerts agencies worldwide when they are seized. The second 
project studies suspected deaths from unidentified drugs, and then re-examines medical and law 
enforcement data to better track their presence in the illicit drug markets. 
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The Office of Justice Programs, directed by Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
Matt M. Dummermuth, provides federal leadership, grants and resources to improve the nation’s 
capacity to prevent and reduce crime, assist victims and enhance the rule of law by strengthening 
the criminal justice system. More information about OJP and its components can be found at 
www.ojp.gov. 
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