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The National Archive of Criminal Justice Data (NACJD) (http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/NACJD) preserves and distributes computerized crime and justice data from federal agencies, state agencies, and investigator-initiated research projects to the public for secondary data analysis.  Founded in 1978 as part of the Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR), NACJD is supported by the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) and the National Institute of Justice (NIJ) in the United States Department of Justice.  Through the NIJ Data Resources Program, NACJD assists the Mapping and Analysis for Public Safety (MAPS) program in disseminating data and resources related to Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to practitioners and researchers in the criminal justice field.

This presentation introduces a new online tutorial available on the NACJD Web site that highlights data collections freely available from NACJD that can be used for mapping and spatial analysis.  The tutorial provides step-by-step instructions for using NACJD data collections with ArcView 3.3, ArcGIS 8.1, and MapInfo Professional 6.5.  This online tutorial consists of five parts:

1. How to find data collections of interest 

2. How to download data from NACJD 

3. How to prepare data files for use with GIS software

4. How to read NACJD data files into a GIS software package

5. Examples of maps displaying data from various NACJD collections

The online tutorial is available at:

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/NACJD/GIS/nacjd-to-gis.html
