Bulletproof Vest Partnership Program

BVP

Number: 16.607

Agency: Department of Justice
Office: Bureau Of Justice Assistance

Program Information 

Program Number/Title (010): 

16.607 Bulletproof Vest Partnership Program 

Popular Name (020): 

BVP 

Federal Agency (030): 

Bureau Of Justice Assistance, Department of Justice 

Authorization (040): 

Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant Act of 1998, Public Law 105-181, June 16, 1998, and Bulletproof Vest Program Act of 2000, Public Law 106-517. 

Objectives (050): 

To protect the lives of law enforcement officers by helping State, local, and tribal law enforcement agencies provide officers with armored vests. 

Types of Assistance (060): 

DIRECT PAYMENTS FOR A SPECIFIED USE 

Eligibility Requirements (080) 

Applicant Eligibility (081): 

Only chief executives of jurisdictions (or their designees) may apply for funds. Jurisdictions are defined as general purpose units of local government (e.g., cities, towns, townships, boroughs, counties, etc.), Federally-recognized Indian tribes, the 50 State governments, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Guam, and the Northern Mariana Islands. The chief executive of the jurisdiction registers on-line, submits the jurisdiction application, and requests payment for completed vest orders. 

Beneficiary Eligibility (082): 

Only law enforcement officers may receive vests through this program. According to the Act, "law enforcement officer" means any officer, agent, or employee of a State, unit of local government, or an Indian tribe authorized by law or by a government agency to engage in or supervise the prevention, detection, or investigation of any violation of criminal law, or authorized by law to supervise sentenced criminal offenders. Eligible officers may be full-time, part-time, paid or volunteer. 

Credentials/Documentation (083): 

Eligible jurisdictions must be general purpose units of local government, Federally-recognized Indian tribes, the 50 state governments, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Guam, and the Northern Mariana Islands. The validity of the on-line registration process is verified through independent reviews which may include certification by the banking institutions serving the jurisdiction, the U.S. Census Bureau, and agencies within the U.S. Department of Justice. This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-87. 

Application and Award Process (090) 

Award Procedure (093): 

Applications received by BJA are reviewed for completeness, accuracy, and compliance with all program requirements. Each application is then checked against the availability of funds to cover up to 50 percent of the application's total cost, in keeping with established criteria for program fund allocation. When all checks are complete and the application approved, the jurisdiction is notified through e-mail that the necessary funds have been obligated. 

Assistance Consideration (100) 

Length and Time Phasing of Assistance (102): 

Jurisdictions with approved applications must request the federal match no later than September 30th of the fourth federal fiscal year following the end of the federal fiscal year in which their application was approved. In other words, the jurisdiction has four years beyond the year of their application to request payments for vests contained in that application. Payments of the federal match will be made whenever the jurisdiction indicates that at least part of the approved vest order was received and invoiced. See the following for information on how assistance is awarded/released: See program office for more information. 

Post Assistance Requirements (110) 

Audits (112): 

This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-133. Payments and transactions are subject to audits by the General Accounting Office, Department of Justice's Office of the Inspector General, state or local government auditors, and auditors from independent public accounting firms. Jurisdictions must follow their local procurement policies and procedures, including maintenance of reliable and accurate accounting systems, record keeping, and systems of internal control. 

Records (113): 

Recipients of federal funds are expected to retain documentation supporting all program transactions for at least three years after the closure of audit reports related to such funding. If any litigation, claim, negotiation, audit, or other action involving records has been started before the expiration of the three year period, the records must be retained until completion of the action and resolution of all related issues, or until the end of the regular three year period, whichever is later. 

Financial Information (120) 

Obligations (122): 

(Direct Payments for Specified Use) FY 08 $863,728; FY 09 est $23,500,000; FY 10 est $25,000,000 

Range and Average of Financial Assistance (123): 

Not applicable. 

Program Accomplishments (130): 

Fiscal Year 2008: This program approved 5,129 applications from states, territories, municipalities and tribal governments. These applications are expected to result in the purchase of approximately 190,000 vests. BJA experiences over a 4 year period of program operations show that system design, technology and hardware adequately supported the program. The technical support help desk successfully fielded thousands of calls and e-mail inquiries from participants. Fiscal Year 2009: No Current Data Available Fiscal Year 2010: No Current Data Available 

Regulations, Guidelines, and Literature (140): 

Interim Final Rule, Federal Register, September 23, 1998 (Volume 63, Number 184), Internet web site http://vests.ojp.gov. 

Information Contacts (150) 

Regional or Local Office (151) : 

None. 

Headquarters Office (152): 

Joseph Husted Bureau of Justice Assistance, 4th floor, 810 7th Street, N.W., Washington, District of Columbia 20531 Phone:  1-866-859-2687 

Website Address (153): 

http://www.usdoj.gov/bvpbasi 

Related Programs (160): 

Not Applicable. 

Examples of Funded Projects (170): 

Not Applicable. 

Criteria for Selecting Proposals (180): 

Not Applicable. 

