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The Methodology section describes
the procedures followed in analyzing
data and developing tables.

The Glossary contains definitions for
terms used in the Compendium.
Since many terms used in the text
and tables have specialized meanings
(either because they refer to Federal
law or because of reporting proce-
dures by the Federal agencies supply-
ing the data), readers are encouraged
to check the glossary for exact defini-
tions of tabulated data.

Modifications in the 2004
Compendium

The 2004 Compendium does not con-
tain text or tables describing the
demographic characteristics of con-
victed offenders in chapters 4 and 5,
as it has historically. Nor does it con-
tain any text or tables describing Fed-
eral prisoners in chapter 7, as is usu-
ally the case. The reason for these
exclusions is that BJS did not receive
2004 data from the United States
Sentencing Commission nor from the
Federal Bureau of Prisons, respec-
tively. 

Notes to reader

The tables in the Compendium were
constructed to permit valid compari-
sons within each table and to allow
the reader to compare percentages
(but not raw totals) across tables. It
should be understood, however, that
the total number of subjects/defen-
dants shown in a particular table may
not equal the number of subjects/de-
fendants involved in a particular stage
of processing, since some records
could not be linked and some data
sources did not include information on
particular data elements classified in a
particular table. Data notes indicate
the exact universe for individual
tables.

The Compendium is a statistical pres-
entation of Federal criminal justice in-
formation with limited analyses of
trends or explanatory factors underly-
ing the statistics. Analyses of Federal
justice statistics may be found in spe-
cial reports and other publications,
some of which are cited in the Com-
pendium. Assessment of changing
patterns in the Compendium tabula-
tions may depend on detailed exami-
nation of sub-categories not shown in
the tabulations or may require other
sources of information, such as
knowledge of legislation or Federal
agency procedures.
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System overview 9

Figure S.2.

Federal criminal case processing, October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004

Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

5,869

4,587

4,004

2,932

2,494

286

Violent offenses
Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

5,019

335

1,897

1,069

606

683

Public-order offenses - regulatory

Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

24,756

12,709

15,319

11,008

6,462

3,673

Property offenses - fraudulent
Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

16,735

8,283

11,240

6,654

2,779

2,225

Public-order offenses - other

Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

2,836

2,900

1,801

2,988

1,166

1,380

Property offenses - other

Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

14,083

9,936

10,370

8,191

7,521

558

Weapon offenses

*Prison includes split, life, indeterminate, regular, and youth sentences.  Offenders not shown as sentenced to prison or probation were
sentenced by magistrates or received a fine-only sentence in Federal court.  Probation excludes persons sentenced to prison.

Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

148,229

140,755

116,363

74,782

58,106

11,067

All offenses

Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

40,509

32,980

34,294

26,739

23,311

1,879

Drug offenses
Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

37,326

39,135

36,781

15,201

13,767

383

Immigration offenses
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Persons suspected of violating Fed-
eral law may be arrested by one of the
many Federal agencies empowered
to make arrests or by State or local
authorities. A recent survey by the Bu-
reau of Justice Statistics found that 65
Federal agencies employed about
105,000 full-time officers with the
authority to carry firearms and make
arrests.1 Three-fifths of these officers
were employed by four agencies:

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP)

Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP)

Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI)

U.S. Customs and Immigration
Enforcement (ICE).

Regardless of which agency makes
the arrest, Federal suspects are typi-
cally transferred to the custody of the
U.S. Marshals Service (USMS) for
booking, processing, and detention.2,3

During 2004 USMS received 140,755
suspects for processing from Federal,
State, and local law enforcement
agencies, including approximately C

40,000 from U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection

39,000 from the U.S. Marshals
Service

12,000 from the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA)

10,000 from U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement

9,700 from the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

Number arrested and booked by
offense categories (table 1.1) 

During 2004, 140,755 suspects were
arrested for violations of Federal law
and subsequently booked by USMS.
The greatest share of suspects ar-
rested and booked (29%) were appre-
hended for immigration offenses.
Other suspects were arrested for C

drug offenses (25%)

supervision violations (17%)

property offenses (12%) 

weapon offenses (7%) 

public-order offenses (6%) 

securing and safeguarding a
material witness (4%)

violent offenses (3%).

Most arrests and bookings for immi-
gration offenses (83%) were for illegal
entry into the United States (figure
1.2). Other arrests and bookings for
immigration offenses involved C

alien smuggling (11%)

false claims of citizenship (3%)

other immigration violations (4%).

The greatest portion of drug arrests
(37%) involved cocaine (crack or

Chapter 1.  Arrests for Federal offenses 13

Cocaine was the primary drug involved in Federal drug arrests, and
most drug arrestees were white 

Notes:  Not shown are 1 drug arrest for which race was not specified and 47 arrests for
illegal equipment.
Hispanics are not shown separately, but are included among the white, black, and other
categories.  The underlying data do not distinguish between Hispanics and non-Hispanics.
*The ”other drug” category includes arrests for barbiturates, hallucinogens, opiates other
than heroin, and synthetic drugs.
Source: U.S. Marshals Service Prisoner Tracking System file, fiscal year

Cocaine

Marijuana

Amphetamine/
Methamphetamine

Heroin

Other drug*

Type of drug

0 2,000 4,000

Number of arrests

6,000 8,000 10,000 12,000 14,000

White
Black
Other

12,166

8,117

5,212

1,881

5,556

Race

Figure 1.1.  Type of drug involved in drug arrests, by race of arrestee,
October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004

Illegal entry

False citizenship

Category of offense

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Percent of immigration arrests

Smuggling

Other

100%

Figure 1.2.  Type of immigration arrests, October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004

1Brian A. Reaves, Federal Law Enforcement
Officers, 2004, Bureau of Justice Statistics,
Washington, DC, <http://www.usdoj.gov/bjs/
abstract/fleo04.html>.
2The Federal agency making the arrest may
be different from the Federal agency initiating
the investigation involving the arrestee. Statis-
tics describing agencies initiating investiga-
tions are shown in table 2.3 of chapter 2,
"Prosecution."
3A portion of immigration arrests result in ad-
ministrative deportation and are not booked by
USMS.

Most immigration arrests were for illegal entry into the United States 



powder) (figure 1.1). Other drug ar-
rests involved C

marijuana (25%)

amphetamine or methamphetamine
(16%)

heroin (6%)

other drugs or illegal drug equipment
(remainder).

Number arrested and booked
by law enforcement agencies (table
1.2) 

Department of Justice agencies were
responsible for nearly half (48%) of
arrests and bookings for Federal of-
fenses. Other arrests were by the C

U.S. Marshals Service (28%)

Drug Enforcement Administration
(9%)

Federal Bureau of Investigation (7%)

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (4%).

The first time data were available
about the recently created Depart-
ment of Homeland Security is 2004.
(Detailed information about the
agency’s formation is available on the
DHS web site.4) The Department of
Homeland Security agencies com-
prised 37% of all arrests and bookings
for Federal offenses:  

Twenty-nine percent were by the 
Bureau of Customs and Border
Protection.

Seven percent were by the Bureau
of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement.

One percent were by the Secret
Service.

Non-Federal entities also made ar-
rests for Federal offenses. Five per-
cent of arrests were by state or local
law enforcement agencies. An addi-
tional 5% of suspects surrendered
themselves upon receipt of a sub-
poena and 0.5% of arrests resulted
from a federal/state task force.

Suspects arrested and booked
across demographic groups
(table 1.3)

Suspects arrested and booked for
Federal offenses in 2004 were
predominantly C

male (86%)

white (72%)

between the ages 21 and 40 years
(70%)

U.S. citizens (57%).

Among citizens the most common
reasons for arrest were drug offenses
(29%) and supervision violations
(25%). Of the 43% of arrestees identi-
fied as noncitizens, the most common

14 Compendium of Federal Justice Statistics, 2004

Figure 1.3.  Type of drug violation, October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004

Figure 1.4.  Suspects arrested by the DEA, by State where arrested,
October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004

Most drug arrests involved conspiracy, distribution, or
possession with intent to deliver 

Data source: Drug Enforcement Administration Defendant Statistical System, fiscal year.

Conspiracy

Distribution/possession
with intent to deliver

Type of drug violation

Simple possession

Manufacturing/other

0 2,000 4,000 6,000 8,000

Number of drug arrests

10,000

9,705

9,401

4,574

3,774

Most arrests reported by the DEA were in Texas (3,224),                   
California (2,947), Florida (2,857), and New York (1,842)

< 150

Number of suspects arrested

501 - 2,000

150 - 500 > 2,000

Note: Not shown on map: District of Columbia (172), 
Guam (5), Puerto Rico (223), and Virgin Islands (35).
Source: Drug Enforcement Administration, fiscal year.

California, 10%

Florida, 9%

New York, 7.6%

Texas, 11%

4See <http://www.dhs.gov>.



reasons for arrest were immigration
and drug offenses (62% and 16% of
noncitizens, respectively; data not
shown). 

Examining the demographics of drug
offense arrestees further, about two-
thirds (66%) were white, and most of
the remaining third (31%) were black.
The racial distribution of suspects dif-
fered by the type of drug involved.
Whites made up the majority of sus-
pects arrested for most drug types:

amphetamines (91%)

marijuana (87%)

heroin (57%)

and other drugs (66%). 

The exception was cocaine-related
drug arrests, for which blacks com-
prised 57% of suspects and whites,
41% (figure 1.1).

Arrests reported by DEA agents
(tables 1.4-1.5)

Created in 1973 the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration (DEA) is the pri-
mary law enforcement agency re-
sponsible for enforcing U.S. drug
laws. The DEA investigates major
drug offenders at the national and in-
ternational levels with a focus on or-
ganized gangs involved in drug traf-
ficking, violent offending, and money
laundering.

The DEA coordinates and works with
Federal, State, and local agencies to
investigate and assist in the prosecu-
tion of drug offenses spanning inter-
state and/or Federal jurisdictions. The
DEA State and Local Task Force Pro-
gram consists of approximately 200
State and local Task Forces.5 Alto-
gether, agents of the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration arrested 27,454
suspects in 2004. Not all were booked
for violations of Federal law; some
were referred to U.S. attorneys for a
prosecutorial decision while others
were referred to a State prosecutor
(see Chapter notes). 

Suspects arrested by DEA agents
were predominantly C

white (68%)

non-Hispanic (58%)

male (84%)

U.S. citizens (76%)

between the ages 21 and 30 years
(43%).

Five percent of suspects were armed
at the time of arrest, typically with a
handgun (4%, data not shown).

Cocaine was the predominant drug in-
volved in arrests made by DEA
agents, with cocaine powder compris-
ing 26% of all arrests and crack co-
caine, 14%. Other drugs involved in
arrests by DEA agents were C

methamphetamines (21%)

marijuana (21%)

opiates (8%)

other drugs or nondrug offenses
(9%).

For most drug types the majority of
suspects arrested was white. The ex-
ception is crack cocaine, for which the
majority of suspects arrested was
black. 

The types of drug violations that sus-
pects were arrested for were C

conspiracy (35%)

distribution or possession with intent
to deliver (34%)

simple possession (17%)

and manufacturing or other of-
fenses (14%) (figure 1.3).

Arrests by DEA agents were geo-
graphically concentrated. For
example, the DEA-coordinated South-
west Border Initiative brings together
multiple agencies (U.S. Attorneys,
U.S. Customs, FBI) to target Mexico-
based traffickers operating along the
Southwest border. Overall, 1 in 2 DEA
arrests in 2004 were made in seven
states: 

Texas (11.2%)

California (10.2%)

Florida (9.1%)

New York (7.6%)

Arizona (4.2%)

Missouri (3.3%)

Washington (3.2%) (figure 1.4).
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5DEA web site, <http://www.dea.gov/
programs/taskforces.htm> (Accessed May 12,
2005).
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Fugitive investigations
(tables 1.6-1.8)

In addition to arrests and prosecu-
tions, Federal law enforcement
agencies are also responsible for fu-
gitive investigations, which are typi-
cally initiated through the receipt of a
warrant issued by a judicial officer.
The U.S. Marshals Service (USMS)
is the Federal government's lead
agency for conducting investigations
involving escaped Federal prisoners
as well as probation, parole, and
bond default violators. USMS com-
piles and maintains all Federal war-
rants through the computer-based
Warrant Information Network (WIN).
Deputy U.S. Marshals collaborate
with Federal, State, and local law
enforcement through over 100 coop-
erative task forces to apprehend fu-
gitives, including non-Federal fugi-
tives who are wanted by State and
local authorities.6

Warrants initiated (table 1.6) —
USMS processed 129,283 warrants
for investigation during 2004. Over
half (59%) of the warrants initiated
were for felony offenses, including  C

probation (12%)

bond (5%)

parole violations (2%).

Nearly one-third (30%) of warrants
initiated were State and local war-
rants and the remaining 11% were
Federal nonfelony warrants for traf-
fic and misdemeanor offenses.

Warrants cleared (tables 1.7-
1.9) — 131,265 warrants were
cleared in 2004. More than half
(55%) of the warrants cleared were
for felony offenses, including C

probation (11%)

bond (5%)

parole violations (2%).

About one-third (35%) of the war-
rants cleared in 2004 were State
and local warrants and the remain-
ing 11% were Federal nonfelony
warrants for traffic and misde-
meanor offenses.

Warrants can be executed in many
ways. In 2004 most warrants (77%)
cleared with the arrest of a fugitive.
Other warrants were cleared through
other means (23%*):

dismissed by the court or returned
unexecuted (14%)

detainer lodged against a fugitive
already in custody elsewhere
(10%).

There were important differences 
in warrant execution across different
warrant types. Warrants for more
serious fugitives typically involved
the arrest of a fugitive, while less 
serious warrants were most often
dismissed by the court or returned
unexecuted. Federal felony warrants
typically cleared with an arrest (76%)

and an additional 17% cleared when
a detainer was lodged against a fu-
gitive already in custody elsewhere.
Similarly, most warrants (94%) for
State and local fugitives cleared with
an arrest. By contrast, most non-
felony warrants (73%) were dis-
missed by the court or returned
unexecuted.

Warrants that cleared in 2004 typi-
cally cleared within 1 month of war-
rant initiation — the median time to
warrant clearance was 20 days —
and most (87%) cleared within 1
year (figure 1.4). Again, there were
important differences across warrant
types. More serious fugitives tended
to be apprehended within weeks,
while warrants for less serious fugi-
tives remained on the books for
much longer. The median time from
warrant initiation to clearance was
11 days for Federal felony warrants,
28 days for State and local warrants,
and over 8 months (245 days) for
Federal nonfelony warrants.

The majority of warrants were cleared within one month of initiation

6U.S. Marshals Service Web site,
<http://www.usmarshals.gov/investigations/
index.html> (Accessed June 29, 2005).

Figure 1.5.  Time from warrant initiation to closing, by warrant type,
October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004

*Detail does not sum to total due to rounding.
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fraudulent property offenses and
includes destruction of property
and trespassing; “Tax law viola-
tions" includes tax fraud; "Obscene
material" denotes the mail or
transport thereof; and "All other of-
fenses" includes offenses with un-
classifiable offense type.
Source: U.S. Marshals Service
Prisoner Tracking System file, fis-
cal year.

Note: The data in this table are not
directly comparable to the data in 2002
and prior compendia. See Chapter
Notes, p. 24.
--Less than 0.05%.
*In this table, "Murder" includes non-
negligent manslaughter; “Sexual abuse”
includes only violent sex offenses;
"Fraud" excludes tax fraud; "Larceny"
excludes transportation of stolen prop-
erty; "Other property offenses" excludes

%4.05,385Material witness

%17.423,399Supervision violations

%29.139,135Immigration offenses

%7.49,936Weapon offenses

0.4512All other offenses*
0.1136Environmental
0.1159Wildlife
0.184

Conspiracy, aiding and abetting,
and jurisdictional offenses

1.72,272Traffic offenses
0.3446Obstruction of justice
0.6810Nonviolent sex offenses
0.1189Child Support Recovery
0.5722Obscene material*
0.1142Gambling
0.4497Racketeering and extortion
0.6863Escape

--11National defense
0.2260Perjury, contempt, and intimidation
0.2208Bribery
0.7972Tax law violations*

%6.28,283Other
0.1188Other regulatory offenses

--63Civil rights
0.176Food and drug

--8Antitrust
%0.2335Regulatory
%6.48,618Public-order offenses

%24.632,980Drug offenses

0.1157Other property offenses*
0.3458Transportation of stolen property
0.195Arson and explosives
0.2224Motor vehicle theft
1.31,774Larceny*
0.1192Burglary
2.22,900Other
0.91,146Counterfeiting
0.2322Forgery
7.910,549Fraud*
0.5692Embezzlement
9.512,709Fraudulent

%11.615,609Property offenses

--44Other violent offenses
0.1149Threatening communication
0.1148Kidnapping
0.2303Sexual abuse*
1.82,404Robbery
0.91,152Assault

--38Negligent manslaughter
0.3349Murder*

%3.44,587Violent offenses

%100.0140,755All offenses

PercentNumberMost serious offense

Table 1.1.  Suspects arrested for Federal offenses and booked
by USMS, by offense, October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004
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bIncludes 1,106 suspects for whom an offense category could
not be determined.
cComponents of the former Immigration and Naturalization
Service, the Customs Service, and Secret Service were
moved to DHS, whereas the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (formerly Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms)  was moved to the Department of
Justice. 
Source: U.S. Marshals Service Prisoner Tracking System file,
fiscal year.

Notes: The Homeland Security Act of 2002 that established DHS and reorgan-
ized several Federal agencies took effect in March 2003. Components of the
former Immigration and Naturalization Service, the Customs Service, and the
Secret Service were moved to DHS, whereas the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (formerly Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms)
was moved to the Department of Justice. 
aThis table displays data by the arresting Federal agency.  The arresting
agency may be different from the Federal agency that initiated the investigation
involving the arrestee. Statistics describing agencies initiating investigations
are shown in table 2.3 of chapter 2, “Prosecution.”

64229101133670655322636661672,934Other
06610110612300660Task force
51,4524872144982,7802381475926,527State and local
21,478213671,021577684642,1761406,558Self-report, subpoena

713,1651761,2312,1511304,6929682,98989916,679Other

1305115171384606261,222U.S. Postal Service

0631097422913530912655Federal judiciary

531230301742364605Internal Revenue Service
531230301742364605Department of the Treasury

01401170463321404Department of State

060330604241Other DOJ
23619,8221,1513,1712,729686,4897322,6001,17738,703Marshals Service
4699303531,240512,4764142,8722,0419,772

Federal Bureau of
Investigation

20272213885511,9109633612,362
Drug Enforcement

Administration

71444,7616011,02850118996,152
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,

Firearms and Explosivesc

30919,9681,2078,4264,11712521,9091,2055,6573,35567,030Department of Justice

039150431658628532746Park Police
2450101012531695225Indian Affairs
284160441661115911127971Department of the Interior

2214848117391,432411,621Secret Service c
1,254206,962112203178077152910,104

Immigration and Customs
Enforcement  c

3,7415730,7157445345,265333615040,803
Customs and Border 

Protection c

4,9979837,68119470466,062792,50812052,528
Department of Homeland

Security

08195328156512240534Department of Defense

0603334299393127Department of Agriculture

5,38523,39939,1359,9368,28333532,9802,90012,7094,587140,755All agencies

OtherRegulatoryOtherFraudulent
Material
witness

Supervision
violationsImmigrationWeapon 

Public-order
Drug

Property
Violent

All
offensesbArresting agencya

Most serious offense at arrest

Table 1.2.  Suspects arrested for Federal offenses and booked by USMS, by Federal law enforcement agency,
October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004
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Source: U.S. Marshals Service Prisoner Tracking System file,
fiscal year.

Notes: Summing arrestees on a characteristic may not yield the total number of
arrestees because some arrestees lack information on that characteristic. The
data in this table are not directly comparable to the data in 2002 and prior com-
pendia.  See Chapter Notes, p. 24.

97.214.894.35.410.212.129.26.619.07.942.655,504Not U.S. citizen
%2.8%85.2%5.7%94.6%89.8%87.9%70.8%93.4%81.0%92.1%57.474,700U.S. citizen

        Citizenship

9.628.115.220.541.146.119.732.740.722.723.232,602Over 40 years
23.233.731.727.126.019.229.229.430.327.130.142,37731-40 years
49.135.444.846.427.925.743.828.726.437.939.956,13621-30 years
11.52.46.15.03.96.65.56.72.28.05.17,11019-20 years

%6.6%0.4%2.3%1.1%1.0%2.4%1.7%2.6%0.5%4.3%1.72,457Under 19 years
        Age

2.81.10.60.92.71.21.92.14.31.51.62,241
Asian/Native Hawaiian or

Other Pacific Islander

0.13.40.11.32.47.90.94.60.615.01.72,398
American Indian or Alaska

Native

2.338.42.250.620.37.631.034.131.641.024.434,024Black or African American
%94.8%57.1%97.1%47.2%74.5%83.3%66.1%59.2%63.4%42.6%72.3101,043White

        Race

22.913.58.64.114.015.514.529.630.39.413.819,434Female
%77.1%86.5%91.4%95.9%86.0%84.5%85.5%70.4%69.7%90.6%86.2121,316Male

        Male/female

%3.9%16.8%28.0%7.1%5.9%0.2%23.6%2.1%9.1%3.3%100.0140,755All arrestees

SupervisionImmigrationWeaponOtherRegulatoryDrugOtherFraudulentViolentArrestee characteristic
Material
witness

Public-orderPropertyAll
offenses

Number
arrested

Percent of suspects arrested on—

Table 1.3.  Characteristics of Federal arrestees booked by USMS, October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004
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State or local jurisdiction and are never booked by the U.S. Marshals
Service.  See Chapter notes, p. 24.
Source: Drug Enforcement Administration Defendant Statistical
System, fiscal year.

Note: Summing arrestees on a characteristic may not yield the total
number of arrestees because some arrestees lack information on that
characteristic.
*Number of all arrestees will not match number of DEA arrests reported
in table 1.2, as suspects arrested by DEA agents may be transferred to

3676561,3171,6611192,12723.76,247Not U.S. citizen
2,0561,4914,2773,9533,7014,648%76.320,126U.S. citizen

Citizenship

5905551,2831,1985381,40220.35,566Over 40 years
7176641,8571,5951,0132,32329.98,16931-40 years

1,0248812,2992,4542,0142,95742.511,62921-30 years
1401272684112392805.41,46519-20 years
43399415010397%1.9526Under 19 years

Age

1,8998683,3642,7243,3412,89457.615,090Not Hispanic or Latino
4971,3112,1972,8823003,943%42.411,130Hispanic or Latino

Ethnicity

2721819112225492.5677Asian/Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
55605622260.6174American Indian or Alaska Native

5008331411,0173,1612,27329.27,925Black or African American
1,7261,3985,3674,5736954,648%67.718,407White

Race

5674011,18873749489815.64,285Female
1,9591,8724,6355,0923,4276,184%84.423,169Male

Male/female

2,5262,2735,8235,8293,9217,082%100.027,454All arrestees*

OpiatesMarijuanaArrestee characteristic
Other or
nondrug

Methamphet-
amine

Crack
cocaine

Cocaine
powder

Percent
arrested

Total
arrested

Drug type

Table 1.4.  Characteristics of suspects arrested by Drug Enforcement Administration agents, by type of drug,
October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004

bNumber of all arrestees will not match number of DEA ar-
rests reported in table 1.2, as suspects arrested by DEA
agents may be transferred to State or local jurisdiction and
not the U.S. Marshals Service.  See Chapter notes, p. 24.
Source: Drug Enforcement Administration Defendant Sta-
tistical System, fiscal year.

Note: Summing arrestees on a characteristic may not yield
the total number of arrestees because some arrestees lack
information on that characteristic.
^ Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data.
aPercentages can exceed 100% when suspects are armed
with more than one type of weapon.

5.517.988.74.42746,247Not U.S. citizen
%7.4%24.2%84.6%5.41,07720,126U.S. citizen

Citizenship

10.531.980.34.12295,566Over 40 years
6.924.685.05.04078,16931-40 years
5.619.387.85.766311,62921-30 years
8.129.779.75.1741,46519-20 years

%4.5%13.6%86.4%4.222526Under 19 years
Age

7.526.783.25.481615,090Not Hispanic or Latino
%6.3%18.3%88.8%4.650911,130Hispanic or Latino

Ethnicity

11.140.781.54.027677Asian/Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
^^^4.68174American Indian or Alaska Native

4.915.990.46.45117,925Black or African American
%7.8%27.5%82.5%4.684518,407White

Race

4.729.081.32.51074,285Female
%7.1%22.9%85.7%5.61,29923,169Male

Male/female

%6.9%23.3%85.3%5.11,40627,454All arresteesb

HandgunArrestee characteristic
Other
weapon

Shotgun
or rifle

Percent
armed

Total
armed

Total
arrested

If armed, percent witha—

Table 1.5.  Characteristics of suspects arrested by Drug Enforcement Administration agents,
by weapons involved at time of arrest, October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004
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Note: Analysis based on the cohort of all warrants initiated during FY 2004. 
Source: U.S. Marshals Service Warrant Information Network, fiscal year.

%30.239,057State and local 

4.55,800Misdemeanor 
6.58,386Traffic 

%11.014,186Nonfelony
1.01,311Other

27.034,924Other Federal agency with arrest power
1.62,009Federal agency without arrest power
9.211,870DEA related

12.215,834Probation violation 
2.43,145Parole violation
4.76,131Bond violation
0.6816Escape 

%58.876,040Felony
%69.890,226Federal

%100.0129,283All warrants initiated during FY 2004

PercentNumber

Table 1.6.  Warrants initiated, by warrant type, October 1, 2003 - 
September 30, 2004

Note: Analysis based on the cohort of all warrants initiated during FY 2004.
Source: U.S. Marshals Service Warrant Information Network, fiscal year.

days28%34.545,289State and local 

2664.55,862Misdemeanor 
2376.07,859Traffic 

days245%10.513,721Nonfelony
160.91,116Other
825.132,988Other Federal agency with arrest power

121.62,071Federal agency without arrest power
88.611,265DEA related

1311.414,999Probation violation 
252.22,940Parole violation
144.66,043Bond violation
170.6833Escape 

days11%55.072,255Felony
days16%65.585,976Federal

days20%100.0131,265All warrants cleared during FY 2004

Median days
from initiation
to clearancePercentNumber

Table 1.7.  Warrants cleared, by warrant type, October 1, 2003 -
September 30, 2004
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…No cases of this type occurred in the data.
^ Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data.
-- Less than .05%.
Source: U.S. Marshals Service Warrant Information Network, fiscal year.

Notes: Analysis based on the cohort of all warrants cleared during
FY 2004.  Summing warrants on a characteristic may not yield the total
because some warrants were missing data on some characteristics.

days1%0.125days1,135%0.120days2%0.8588days2%0.5633Material witness
days37%34.615,660days90%9.81,344days14%34.424,637days22%31.941,641Supervision violations
days0%0.149days^%--1days1%6.64,739days1%3.74,789Immigration offenses
days21%2.31,028days176%0.8105days14%10.17,265days15%6.48,398Weapon offenses

1910.64,79726776.710,527185.94,23210715.019,556Other
150.1345633.851550.1764280.5625Regulatory

days19%10.74,831days279%80.511,042days18%6.04,308days111%15.420,181Public-order offenses
days22%21.39,624days91%3.4461days8%27.019,323days12%22.529,408Drug offenses

298.23,6992453.8517132.01,417274.35,633Other
404.11,833750.56598.76,259136.28,157Fraudulent

days34%12.25,532days225%4.2582days10%10.77,676days17%10.613,790Property offenses
days22%18.88,496days37%1.2165days10%4.43,163days18%9.011,824Violent offenses

By offense

^--4...0.008370.137837--41Other
2355.72,57038873.410,0771967.25,19430313.617,841Dismissed
540.73381393.34473416.611,977369.712,762Detainer

days199%6.42,912days372%76.710,524days50%23.817,208days124%23.330,644
Warrants cleared by

other means

7013.25,9881230.796195.03,612507.49,696State/local
622.19591201.317386.44,652134.45,784Other Federal
381.4613539.91,357114.73,417164.15,387Self-surrender
1876.834,7684711.31,548832.523,5101345.659,826Marshals Service

^--2...0.0013.62,59212.02,594
Immigration and

Naturalization Service

^--860.11557.45,35654.15,379
Federal Bureau of

Investigation

^--9^--347.95,69144.35,703
Drug Enforcement

Administration

^--9^--203.62,61802.02,629
Customs and Border

Protection

^--5^--395.03,59092.73,598
Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-

arms and Explosives

days25%93.542,361days54%23.33,197days7%76.255,038days12%76.6100,596
Warrants cleared

by arrest

By warrant
execution type

days28%100.045,289days245%100.013,721days11%100.072,255days20%100.0131,265
All warrants cleared

during FY 2004

Median
daysPercentNumber

Median
daysPercentNumber

Median
daysPercentNumber

Median
daysPercentNumber

State and localNonfelonyFelonyAll warrant types

Table 1.8.  Time from warrant initiation to clearance, by warrant characteristics, October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004
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Source: U.S. Marshals Service Warrant Infor-
mation Network, fiscal year.

Notes: Analysis based on the cohort of all warrants cleared during FY 2004.
Table excludes 6 records that were missing data on time to warrant clearance.

2.31,0324.56152.61,8732.73,520More than 5 years
9.54,30337.75,1766.14,37310.613,852Between 1 and 5 years

36.216,40040.85,59723.817,20629.939,203Between 1 month and 1 year
20.59,27911.51,57822.916,55720.927,414Between 1 week and 1 month
13.86,2593.953530.421,98721.928,781Within 1 week

%17.78,015%1.6220%14.210,254%14.118,489On the same day

%100.045,289%100.013,721%100.072,255%100.0131,265All warrants cleared during FY 2004

PercentNumberPercentNumberPercentNumberPercentNumber
State and localNonfelonyFelonyAll warrant types

Table 1.9.  Time from warrant initiation to clearance, by warrant type, October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004



1) Tables 1.1-1.3 were derived from
the U.S. Marshals Service Prisoner
Tracking System. Only records of
arrests made between October 1,
2003, and September 30, 2004,
were selected.  Information on indi-
vidual cases, offenses, and detain-
ees were used to construct the
tables.

2) The data in tables 1.1-1.3 are
not directly comparable to tables
1.1-1.3 in prior Compendia (1998-
2002) because of changes in the
data processing methodology.
Compendia between 1998 and
2002 overstated the number of
Federal arrests by about 4,000 or
3% because some suspects were
booked in more than one Federal
district following their arrests. For
example, a suspect who is arrested
and booked in district A may be
transferred to district B because of
an outstanding warrant in district B.
Upon arrival in district B, the sus-
pect is booked a second time. Data
tables from the 2003 Compendium
onward reflect only the first booking
associated with a given person-
arrest and are comparable to one
another.

2) The distribution of arrests by arrest-
ing agency and department shown
in table 1.2 is not directly compara-
ble to prior Compendia because of
the agency restructuring that oc-
curred with the creation of the De-
partment of Homeland Security.

3) Tables 1.4-1.5 were derived from
the DEA Defendant Statistical Sys-
tem. Only records of arrests made
between October 1, 2003, and
September 30, 2004, were se-
lected. Counts of DEA arrests from
tables 1.4-1.5 will be higher than
those reported as DEA arrests by
the U.S. Marshals (in table 1.2) be-
cause some suspects arrested by
DEA agents are transferred to
State or local jurisdiction and are,
therefore, never booked by the
U.S. Marshals Service.

4) Tables 1.6-1.9 were derived from
the U.S. Marshals Service Warrant
Information Network. Only records

of warrants initiated or warrants
cleared during October 1, 2003,
through September 30, 2004, were
selected. Information on warrant
type, warrant execution, and war-
rant offense were used to construct
the tables.

5) The offense classification codes
used by the U.S. Marshals Service
were aggregated into the catego-
ries shown in tables 1.1-1.3 and ta-
ble 1.8. These categories are simi-
lar, but may not be directly compa-
rable, to categories used in other
tables of this Compendium.

Chapter notes
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