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Dear Criminal Justice Profersionals:

Welcome to the April edition of “Evaluation News: Expanding Knowledge
Through Information Exchange.” This monthly E-newsletter contains links to
national and state publication sources, a request to E-News recipients, new
resources, and information on upcoming conferences. The E-newsletter
provides evaluation information to states on a regular basis using technology
to promote information exchange and enhance capacity to access the research
and evaluation community.

NATIONAL EVALUATION NEWS

The Urban Institute has released Does Parole Work? Analyzing the Impact of
Postprison Supervision on Rearrest Outcomes. This study compares prisoners
released on parole with prisoners who completed their sentence and were
released without supervision or reporting requirements in order to assess
whether parole reduces recidivism among parolees supervised once leaving
prison. This report is available at:

http:/ /www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/311156_Does_Parole_Work.pdf

STATE EVALUATION NEWS

The Washington State Institute for Public Policy has recently published the
following:

Correctional Industries Programs For Adult Offenders in Prison: Estimates of
Benefits and Costs http:/ /www.wsipp.wa.gov/rptfiles/05-01-1202.pdf

Washington’s Dangerous Mentally 11l Offender Law: Was Community Safety
Increased? http:/ /www.wsipp.wa.gov/rptfiles/05-03-1901.pdf

Washington’s Drug Offender Sentencing Alternative: An Evaluation of
Benefits and Costs http:/ /www.wsipp.wa.gov/rptfiles/05-01-1901.pdf

The West Virginia Criminal Justice Statistical Analysis Center has released
Rural Domestic Violence & Child Victimization Enforcement Program Project Evalua-
tion. This report presents findings from an evaluation of the Rural Domestic
Violence & Child Victimization grant project. This report is available at:

http:/ /www.wvdcjs.com/ cjsac/ publications/Rural DV04rpt.pdf

Useful resources for planning and implementing program evaluations and for
developing program performance measures are available at:
The BJA Center for Program Evaluation Web Site
http:/ /www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/evaluation/index.html
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REQUEST TO E-NEWS RECIPIENTS: PASS IT ON!

To insure Evaluation News reaches the widest available audience, please forward this newsletter to your
subgrantees and any other persons who could benefit from receiving it. If you have questions or would
like to add someone to the email list, please send an email to Veronica Puryear (vpuryear@jrsa.org).

NEW RESOURCES

A number of new evaluation resources are available through SAGE Publications. Resources such as
Evaluation Methodology Basics: Nuts and Bolts of Sound Evaluation, Practical Program Evaluation, How to
Conduct Surveys, and Designing Surveys, are just a few of many that can be found at:

http:/ /www.sagepub.com

UPCOMING CONFERENCES

The Bureau of Justice Assistance in cooperation with the Council of State Governments will be hosting a
conference entitled, Mental Health Courts and Beyond: Improving the Response to People with Mental Illness in
the Criminal Justice System on June 21-22, 2005 in Los Angeles, CA. For more information visit:

http:/ /www.consensusproject.org/mhcourts/

The Fifth Annual Jerry Lee Crime Prevention Symposium will take place May 2nd and 3rd, 2005 at the
University of Maryland, Inn and Conference Center, Adelphi Maryland. Information for the Symposium
which is entitled, Systematic Evidence on What Works in Crime and Justice: Raising Questions and Presenting
Findings is available at: http://www.ccjs.umd.edu/ccjg/

JRSA will be hosting its 2nd annual Student Presentation Contest in conjunction with the 2005 Bureau of
Justice Statistics/Justice Research and Statistics Association National Conference. The winner will receive
an all-expense paid trip to the conference which will be held October 27-28, 2005 in St. Petersburg, FL.
The winner will also have an opportunity to present research findings as part of a panel session at the
conference. For more information visit: http:/ /www jrsa.org/events/conference/index.html

The National Institute of Justice’s Annual Research and Evaluation Conference will be held July 18-20,
2005 in Washington, DC. The focus for this year will be Evidence -Based Policies and Practices. More infor-
mation is available at their web site:  http:/ /www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/

To view current and past editions of the Evaluation Newsletter, visit the Bureau of
Justice Assistance Center for Program Evaluation:
http:/ /www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/evaluation/index.html

This project is supported by Grant No. 2005-DD-BX-K001 awarded by the Bureau of Justice Assistance. The Bureau of Justice
Assistance is a component of the Office of Justice Programs, which also includes the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the National
Institute of Justice, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, and the Office for Victims of Crime. Points of
view or opinions in this document are those of the author and do not represent the official position or policies of the United

States Department of Justice.
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